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WARINTHRON THADANUKULWATTHANA : REASONS TO SELECT THE SELF-
MAKING FOODS FOR LAYING DUCK BY THE FARM PRODUCERS BASED IN PHANTHONG

CHONBURI . ADVISORY COMMITTEE: TANAPHON NITICHAOWAKUL, Ph.D. 2024.

The research explores factors influencing self-made food choices among laying duck farm
producers, using a qualitative approach. A semi-structured interview guide facilitated data collection
through individual in-depth interviews. Focused on operators with medium to large-scale housing, the
study targeted those managing a minimum of 5,000 laying ducks in Phan Thong, Chonburi Province,

across four locations. The acquired data will address the research objectives through analysis.

The study revealed that all 4 entrepreneurs, with a minimum of 20 years of experience in
laying duck farming and collectively managing over 5,000 ducks, cited cost-effectiveness as the key
factor in choosing self-making foods over ready-made options. Furthermore, the capacity to readily
control and adjust the raw materials employed as ingredients allows for a tailored approach to meeting
the specific nutritional requirements of laying ducks at various stages. Notably, upon reaching maturity,
ducks fed with self-making foods exhibit enhanced physical condition, commanding a higher market
value compared to those nourished with commercially prepared feed. In terms of egg production, the
study revealed a consistent and uniform pattern in both the quantity and size of duck eggs laid during
each period. Additionally, the streamlined administration of medication through food integration
contributes to the ease of breed care, facilitating prompt issue resolution. Moreover, the utilization of
self-making foods enables the efficient raising of a larger quantity of ducks when compared to the
utilization of commercially available feed. In summary, the researcher has ascertained that the
utilization of self-making foods for the rearing of laying ducks yields lower feed costs relative to
procuring in bulk. The approach also demonstrates managerial flexibility, permitting adjustments to
plans in response to varying circumstances. Importantly, the depth of knowledge and experience
possessed by entrepreneurs utilizing self-making laying duck foods has undergone continual
development, extension, and intergenerational transmission which have evolved, expanded, and been

transmitted across generations to the present day.
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