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YANG FAN : CHAOSHAN GLORY AND ART: DECODING CULTURAL
MANAGEMENT AND MEANING FROM LOCAL ARCHITECTURE TEMPLES. ADVISORY
COMMITTEE: CHUSAK SUVIMOLSTIEN, PUVASA RUANGCHEWIN 2024.

This study takes Qinglong Ancient Temple and Quexiang Ancient Temple
in Chaoshan area as case studies. By reviewing relevant literature, it combs the
immigration background of Chaoshan overseas Chinese in history and analyzes the
rich connotations of their glory. It explores the modern history evolution of Qinglong
Ancient Temple and Quexiang Ancient Temple, and through field investigations and
in-depth interviews, it analyzes the religious beliefs, architectural styles, decorative
arts and functional roles of the two temples. It further analyzes the management
models of the two temples and discusses how overseas Chinese spread Chaoshan
folk beliefs and their glory through temples. From the perspective of cultural
heritage protection, it proposes how Chaoshan's traditional architectural culture and
arts as well as intangible cultural heritage should be protected, inherited and
innovatively developed, so as to promote cultural tourism development of the
temples, spread Chaoshan's outstanding traditional culture and overseas Chinese
glory at home and abroad, and boost the development of Chaoshan's tourism

economy.

The conclusions of this study demonstrate that the analysis of Qinglong
Ancient Temple and Quexiang Ancient Temple has important exemplary function
and reference significance for the management of cultural arts of Chaoshan's
numerous temples. These temples can learn from the development models of
Qinglong Ancient Temple and Quexiang Ancient Temple to promote their own

construction and development, inherit and develop Chaoshan culture and arts, and
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AN 4-11 AMINITIVDITRLIMNYVIME (Baidu, 2023)
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A 4-13 nanls! (Baidu, 2023)
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Qinglong Ancient Temple, also known as "Anji Holy King Temple",

is located on the edge of the ancient city of Chaozhou City, Guangdong
Province, China, facing Hanjiang River and Bijia Mountain.

Anji Shengwang Temple has a history of more than 400 years. Nowadays,
the temple worships gods such as Wang and his wife (the Holy King of Aniji)

and his two other wives. Wang and his wife are the main gods in the temple.

He was the prefect of Yongchang during the Shu Han Dynasty. He was
regarded as a god by the people after his death because he protected the land

and the people.
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During the Cultural Revolution, the Qinglong Ancient Temple suffered a certain degree of damage.
In April 1966, the Han River was re-embanked and the Qinglong Ancient Temple was forced to be
demolished. Since then, with the active advocacy of the Hong Kong Chao'an Association and the
strong support of the local government, the Qinglong Ancient Temple was rebuilt in 1994. In 2011,

it was listed as a cultural relic protection unit in Chaozhou City. In 2018, it was listed as a Chaozhou

Maritime Silk Road Cultural Geography coordinate.
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The decorative art of the main building of Qinglong
Ancient Temple is gorgeous and exquisite. The front

hall is the most eye-catching part of the decoration in

the whole building. The traditional Chaoshan architectural

decorative art features such as wood catvings, stone
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carvings, porcelain inlays, and lacquer paintings are fully

reflected in the front hall.
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The worship pavilion is structurally supported by eight
stone pillars and is 16.5 meters long and 6.5 meters wide.
The building adopts the double-layer roof of Chaoshan
traditional architecture. The main ridge is covered with
exquisite porcelain inlay decoration. The middle is a
double phoenix shape, and the corners on both sides

are decorated with curly grass patterns. According to

the meaning of "the heavenly official bestows blessings,
the earthly official bestows wealth", the four corners of

the ridge are decorated with corresponding gods

corresponding to the words "F'u" and "Lu".
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Tiangong Pavilion is the closest building to Hanjiang
River in the entire temple area. It is built on the riverside
walkway of Hanjiang River's flood control embankment.
The Tiangong Pavilion is 7.6 meters long, 4.3 meters wide,
and about 5 meters high. The Tiangong Pavilion is a place
for worshiping the Tiangong. Facing the Han River, a
Tiangong incense burner is enshrined. Worshiping the

Tiangong is the first step in the worship ceremony of the

Qinglong Ancient Temple.
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Tiangong Pavilion is the closest building to Hanjiang
River in the entire temple area. It is built on the riverside
walkway of Hanjiang River's flood control embankment.
The Tiangong Pavilion is 7.6 meters long, 4.3 meters wide,

and about 5 meters high. The Tiangong Pavilion is a place
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for worshiping the Tiangong. Facing the Han River, a
Tiangong incense burner is enshrined. Worshiping the
Tiangong is the first step in the worship ceremony of the

Qinglong Ancient Temple.
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Chaozhou Opera is a traditional art form loved by the
people of Chaoshan and has been selected into the list of
national intangible cultural heritage protection projects.
Where there is a temple, there will be a drama. There will
be a stage next to every temple dedicated to gods in

Chaozhou. The stage provides community residents with

a place for cultural entertainment and cultural inheritance.
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Traditional buildings in Chaoshan can be roughly divided
into bamboo pole houses, tigers descending from mountains,
four-point gold buildings, two-horse trailers, four-horse
trailers, and hundreds of birds facing the phoenix based on

their shape and area.
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The architectural structure of Qinglong Ancient Temple can be divided into top structure, wall
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structure, There are three parts to the large wooden frame. The top structure is entirely covered
with glazed tiles. The roofThe spine is decorated with exquisite porcelain inlays and gray
sculptures. The wall structure is a mixed structure. The facade is decorated with porcelain plate
paintings and stone murals, and the large wooden frame adopts traditional ChineseThe mortise ] g
and tenon structure is decorated with Chaoshan's typical golden lacquer wood carvings, wall

paintings and murals.
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Qinglong Ancient Temple inherits the layout of traditional
Chaoshan architecture and adopts the traditional Chaoshan
architectural form of three entrances and four auxiliary
houses with a patio. The three entrances are the first entrance

to the worship pavilion, the second entrance is the front hall
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of the temple, and the third entrance is the main hall of the

temple. The main hall is also called the temple.
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The worship pavilion is 16.5 meters long and 6.5 meters wide. %
It is built using the traditional Chaoshan wooden structure.

The lower part is supported by eight stone pillars, and the t %
op wooden frame is composed of four layers of mortise and p7 4
U

tenon structures.

o R

§ ELEE

o AL E

s p ity 5‘?5"-!,“::’:‘!

AT TIRFERTERERTERE T,

pr e




199

ER AL IS ER L

Architectural distsibution map of Qinglong Ancient Temple orca

Ll i 4k2 5 Main building of Qinglong Ancient Temple TR (LR
¢f7 Stage 8 RS JF[] "Feng

HHFE)  Porcelain mural (picture of the trip of the Holy King of Anji)
u" house

%4 Fang Ming Pavilion 9“JER" ] "Longteng" house
4 Fangming Monument 10447 Phoenix stone carving
5.9k AT "Protect My People's Livelihood" Memorial Arch g4l Dragon stone carving

64 R M5 "Lingyou Chaozhou" archway 124f%  Inlaid porcelain
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Architectural cross-section of Qinglong Ancient Temple
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Gold-lacquered wood carvings are an important decorative element

in traditional architecture in the Chaoshan area. Qinglong Ancient
Temple makes full use of different techniques such as round carving,
sunken carving, relief carving, and hollow carving to create an art
palace of wood carving skills. The themes of the wood carvings mainly
reflect rare birds and animals, fruits and flowers, as well as local opera

legends, folk tales, heroes and other story themes..
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The image of dragons can be seen everywhere in the Qinglong Ancient
Temple. Stone carving craftsmen used delicate techniques to depict
various dragons. On the walls on both sides of the gatehouse are two
stone carvings in the shape of dragons and phoenixes, which embody

the auspicious meaning of dragons and phoenixes.
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On the outer wall of Qinglong Ancient Temple, there is a giant scroll E

of porcelain panel mural "Travel of the Holy King of Anji". The mural ™ %
is divided into two parts, the left and right parts. Each piece is composed

of 480 white ceramic tiles with a length and width of 15 cm. The overall % 'ﬁ
width of each piece is 1.2 meters. , 12.3 meters long and 14.76 square m s
meters in area. The theme of the murals is the Qinglong Temple Fair's Q m
activities and celebrations for the wandering gods. The scenes depicted a‘

are spectacular and lifelike, with numerous characters, delicate and

rigorous techniques, and smooth and expressive lines.
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The art of inlaying porcelain is an architectural decorative art based on

modeling, using cut porcelain pieces inlaid on roof ridges and walls. Common
porcelain inlay techniques include flat inlay, floating inlay and three-dimensional
circular inlay. The themes include figures, landscapes, dragons and phoenixes,
flowers, birds, insects, fish, etc. Since most of the porcelain-inlaid materials are
ceramics fired at high temperatures, the porcelain-inlaid decorations on traditional
buildings in the Chaoshan area will not fade despite being exposed to wind and sun. I
nstead, they become more lustrous and glow under the sunlight. Brilliant. Porcelain

inlay is a unique and iconic decorative art of traditional architecture in Chaoshan area.
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The inlaid porcelain of Qinglong Ancient Temple is the work of Lu Zhigao,
a national arts and crafts master in Chaozhou City. The porcelain inlays of

the main body of the temple and the worship pavilion were completed in

S« Y Gy
2 0% SNy

1994 and 2012 respectively. Although the time span is nearly 20 years, the
porcelain inlay art of the main body of the temple and the worship pavilion
are in the same line and are seamless. The porcelain inlay art of Qinglong
Ancient Temple expresses themes such as Huang Zhong and Fazheng defeated
Ding Junshan, Liang Hongyu Jinshan played drums to resist the Jin soldiers,
Jiang Ziya accepted Daji, Guan Gong passed the five passes, Zhang Fei fought

Ma Chao, Changbanpo Zhao Yun rescued Adou, Mu Guiying captures historical

figures and stories such as Jiang Longmu.
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The manufacturing process of inlaid porcelain can be divided into the
following steps. First, make a rough blank. Generally, gray plastic is used
to pre-make the shape blank. Then, according to the needs of the subject
matter and shape design, tools are used to cut, grind and trim the shapes
of different sizes. , porcelain pieces of different colors and shapes, such as
petals, leaves, feathers, scales, etc. of different shapes, and finally inlay the

trimmed porcelain pieces into the gray plastic body.
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Gray sculpture is a unique decorative art form in Chaoshan area.
Craftsmen use materials such as lime, hemp knife, paper pulp and
iron wire to shape decorative components of various shapes. It is
often used in roof ridges, under eaves, door lintels, window frames,
etc. Gray sculpture can be made into multi-layered shapes, reliefs and
single round sculptures. After being painted with bright colors, the

artistic effect is close to that of ceramic sculpture.
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The painted lacquer paintings of Qinglong Ancient Temple are mainly distributed
on the beams, pillars, brackets, door leaves and other positions of the main hall,
which play a role in protecting wooden materials, beautifying the structure and
highlighting the statues of gods. The lacquer paintings of the Qinglong Ancient
Temple cover a wide range of subjects. In addition to insects, fish, birds, animals,
flowers and fruits, the most special one is the Eight Scenes of Chaozhou. The painter
condensed the most famous scenery of Chaozhou into the temple, reflecting superb

painting skills.
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The production process of Chaoshan color painting is as follows: marking

the base with gray - applying base color - starting draft - applying large

color - supporting color - pink ink line - varnishing.
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Qinglong Ancient Temple Belief System

K, EREZRE (BMNAE) BHERIC
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The water god is recorded in Chaozhou
Prefecture Chronicles written by
Emperor Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty.
The Qinglong Temple enshrines the
water god who controls water and
protects the people.

e, WRIBFARREECH, ShY
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Snake God, according to records from

the Kangxi period of the Qing Dynasty,
the snake god worshiped in Qinglong
Ancient Temple is a small green snake,

hence its name.

ARAL

A% Hua Gong Hua Ma

LFRRE  Anji Holy King

- YN

=l Three Immortals Master

#i/M8  Xie Shaocang

ZERA

first lady second lady

Lir Sheren Ye
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In different historical periods, the objects of sacrifice at Qinglong Ancient
Temple were different, reflecting the diversity and integration of Chaozhou
folk belief culture. The snake god was the earliest object of sacrifice in the
Qinglong Ancient Temple, and later the water god and other gods were

added to the offering.
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Photo of the Qinglong Ancient Temple before its destruction (photographed by missionary Lena Johnston, 1911)
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The Anji Saint King Wang and his wife were the prefects of Yongchang
County (now Baoshan, Yunnan, China) in the Shu Han Dynasty during
the Three Kingdoms period. They were deeply loved by the people for
protecting the land and the people, and were regarded as gods by the

people after their death.
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Da Sheren Ye and Er Sheren Ye are the attendants of the Holy King Anji

and are responsible for the daily affairs management of the Holy King Anji.
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The back wall on the left side of the front hall of Qinglong Ancient Temple
is dedicated to Hua Gong and Hua Ma. Hua Gong and Hua Ma are the patron
saints of minors. Children who have reached the age of 15 and have a coming-

of-age ceremony can be blessed by Hua Gong and Hua Ma.
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On the back wall on the right side of the front hall of
Qinglong Ancient Temple, Master Fude and his wife are

enshrined. Master Fude is the Tugong, and his wife is the Tutu Po.
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The worship of the Three Immortals is closely related to the folk beliefs in the upper
reaches of the Han River in ancient times. The worship of the Three Immortals Master
originated in Shanghang County, Fujian. Many historical records record the relationship
between the Three Immortals Master of Shanghang and Chaozhou. Among them,

it is recorded that there is a saying in Qinglong Ancient Temple in Chaozhou that "before
there was a king and his wife, there were three immortal masters first". . It can be seen that

because of their contribution to praying for rain to eliminate disasters and benefit the people,

Chaozhou people devoutly enshrine the Three Immortals in the Qinglong Ancient Temple.
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Because of Xie Shaocang's status as a member of the Ming Dynasty,
he became a high school Jinshi and a model for a successful career.
The side hall of Qinglong Ancient Temple dedicated to Xie Shaocang

is also called the "official hall".
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In the Qinglong Temple Fair, the sacred palanquin used by Holy King Anji,

his first wife, and his second wife to go out of the temple for a parade,It combines

Chaozhou gold lacquer wood carving, color painting and other characteristic crafts.
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The eight treasures refer to eight tin ceremonial objects, each $

weighing dozens of kilograms. They are usually placed on the %
eight treasure racks on the north and south sides of the main

hall to show the protection of the Holy King Anji. When the {
master goes on patrol, the eight treasures will follow Anji. The

palanquins of King Jisheng, the eldest lady and the second lady m

were guarded on both sides.
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The incense burner is a hand-made stone round burner with
two symmetrical lion heads on the left and right, with a ring

in the lion's mouth. "Anji Holy King" is engraved on the front
and "Weng Yongshengxi" is engraved on the back. It was
102-year-old He Lanying from Mianyang Township, Yuecheng
Town, Jiedong District, Jieyang City, Guangdong Province. She
fished it out when fishing for clams in the stream more than
40 years ago. The old man returned the incense burner to

Qinglong Ancient Temple for free in 2013.
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There are cloud tablets and drums hanging on both sides of the
main hall of Qinglong Ancient Temple. The cloud tablets are
engraved with Qinglong Ancient Temple. The words "good weather
and good weather" are written on the big drum, and the words "the
country is peaceful and the people are safe" are also written on the

Qinglong Ancient Temple.
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The dragon robe of the Holy King of Anji is the costume worn
by the main worshiper of the Holy King of Anji at the Qinglong
Ancient Temple in Chaozhou. It is a representative work of
Chaozhou embroidery. Its style is elegant, the colors are rich
and magnificent, the patterns are rich and lively, the contrast

is high, and the decoration is strong. Strong Chaozhou folk art
style. The Anji Saint King's Robe covers the design elements of
Chaozhou opera costumes, Chaozhou customs, and Chaozhou

architecture. It is a comprehensive display of Chaozhou culture

NS REIHN and arts and crafts.
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Chaozhou is a famous historical and cultural city in China with a history of
more than 2,000 years. Chaozhou intangible cultural heritage protection

The inheritance has achieved remarkable results. There are 106 representative
projects of intangible cultural heritage at or above the municipal level in the city.
Among them, there are 17 representative items of national intangible cultural
heritage and provincial intangible cultural heritage. There are 47 representative
projects. Many of these intangible cultural heritage items are reflected in the

religious rituals, architectural art, and cultural forms of Qinglong Ancient Temple.
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Yang Fan

24 January 1980

Jingxi, Baise, Guangxi province, China

Youjiang district, Baise, Guangxi province, China.

dean of Fine art and Design institute, baise university, guangxi,
china

Awarded Bachelor of Arts, Guangxi Normal University, 2003,
Awarded Master in software engineering of digital art design in
Wuhan University in 2010.

presently attending Burapha University for Doctor of Philosophy
Program in Art and Cultural Administration

prints of Series of Xumi Grottoes exhibited in the 3rd
International IADCE ART and Design Exhibition in Thailand in
May, 2021
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