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ZHANG MING : THE EVOLUTION OF THAI-SINO CERAMIC IN THE 14TH
CENTURY : THE CREATION OF THAI-SINO CERAMIC ARTS AND CULTURAL MAPPING.
ADVISORY COMMITTEE: BUNCHOO BUNLIKHITSIRI, SAKESAN TANYAPIROM 2024.

This study initiates from the design of a cultural and artistic map,
dissecting the historical culture and artistic heritage of the city. The map serves as a
medium for urban cultural and artistic expression, conveying its rich spiritual and
cultural artistic connotations. Urban cultural and artistic elements are considered the
soul of a city, representing the valuable spiritual wealth accumulated throughout its
long history, with a focus on the intrinsic manifestation of urban spirit. Ceramic art
provides narrative clues, thereby establishing the city's cultural and artistic map.
In the 14th century, the ceramics of Jingdezhen and Sukhothai reached a peak in the
development of ceramic arts for both countries. This period holds a significant
position in the ceramic histories of both nations, with Thailand's ceramic
development being influenced by Chinese ceramics. The predominant motifs during
this period were animal and plant decorations. In the 14th century, Chinese
craftsmen arrived in Thailand, assisting Sukhothai in developing underglaze ceramic
painting techniques. After the departure of the Chinese craftsmen, Thai ceramic
artisans, based on the ceramic demands of Thailand and Southeast Asian countries,
created the distinctive Sawankhalok kiln, showcasing the originality of Thai ceramic
art in the 14th century and highlighting its charming regional characteristics. The rich
themes and symbolic meanings of these ceramics reflect the historical culture,
folklore, and ceramic trade of both regions.
The ceramic evolution during this period mainly involved the development of
underglaze painted ceramics, interpreting the inheritance and innovation of ceramic
craftsmen in both countries, encompassing aspects of craftsmanship and aesthetics.

Comparative studies on the ornamentation and forms of ceramics in both regions



during this period revealed similarities in aesthetic form and arrangement, but the
Sawankhalok kiln's ornamentation exhibited more regional characteristics and
expressive methods, particularly in the thematic representation, including Thailand's
unique fish motifs. This contributes to the preservation and inheritance of Sino-Thai
ceramic techniques, providing valuable references and guidance for future creations.
Additionally, it serves as a symbol of cultural and artistic exchange in the friendly
relations between China and Thailand, showcasing the profound foundation of

friendship between the two nations.
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