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Spiritual Connotation, Visual Identity Design, Visual Art Media

XIAOTING XU : THE SPIRIT OF THE ZHUANG ETHNIC MINORITY RICE
FARMING CULTURE TO DESIGN THE CITY IMAGE AND VISUAL ARTS MEDIA OF LONG AN
DISTRICT NANNING CITY. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SAKESAN TANYAPIROM, Ph.D. RASA
SUNTRAYUTH, Ph.D. 2025.

Long'an County is situated in the northwest of Nanning, Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region, China, boasts a rich heritage of Zhuang ethnic minority rice
farming culture and is recognized as the originating center of the rice cultivation. The
ancestors of the Zhuang people in Long'an developed a comprehensive "Na" (rice
field) cultural system encompassing language, clothing, architecture, diet, and
festivals, all rooted in rice-farming practices. This cultural foundation has shaped
Long'an's efforts in cultural preservation, inheritance, and economic development. In
recent years, many cities have enhanced their urban image by integrating regional
and historical cultural elements into visual design. Examples include Hong Kong, an
international metropolis blending traditional Chinese "dragon culture" with modern
aesthetics; Hangzhou, a renowned provincial capital drawing inspiration from West
Lake landscapes and classical garden architecture; and Guilin, a distinctive tourist city
in Guangxi, characterized by its ink-wash painting-inspired mountain-and-water
imagery. These successful cases offer valuable insights into urban visual identity
design principles and methodologies. Currently, Long'an County possesses a
preliminary foundation for urban image design, yet it lacks precise positioning and
systematic planning in terms of professional execution and cultural depth. This

serves as the starting point for this research and practice.

The objectives of this study are as follows: First, to investigate the
historical evolution and cultural background of Zhuang ethnic minority rice farming
culture in Long'an County; Second, to analyze the manifestations, symbolic features,

and spiritual essence of Zhuang ethnic minority rice farming culture in Long'an,



extracting relevant cultural elements for application in urban image design; Third, to
examine urban image design zprinciples and theoretical frameworks, applying them
to Long'an County; Fourth, to develop a comprehensive urban visual identity and a
series of visual media applications for Long'an, embodying the cultural spirit of
Zhuang ethnic minority rice farming and enhancing the region's cultural soft power.
Research Methods: Literature review, Case study analysis, Field research (on-site
investigation, interviews, and questionnaires), Interdisciplinary research. Theoretical
Frameworks: Wu Bing'an’s folkloristics, Charles S. Peirce’s semiotics, Xu Hengchun’s
design semiotics, Visual identity design theories by Tan Yong, Gong Yunfei, and Hao

Miao,Rudolf Arnheim’s Art and Visual Perception theory

Research Process and Findings: On one hand, through literature review
and field research (including interviews and surveys with rice farming culture
researchers, government officials, cultural workers, intangible heritage inheritors, local
residents, and tourists), this study explores the historical context of Zhuang ethnic
minority rice farming culture in Long'an. By applying Wu Bing'an’s folkloristics and
Peirce’s semiotics, the research analyzes the cultural expressions and symbols of
Zhuang ethnic minority rice farming, summarizing its spiritual essence. On the other
hand, through literature review and case studies of urban visual identities in New
York, Hong Kong, Chongging, Hangzhou, Wuhan, and Guilin, this study synthesizes
Peirce’s semiotics to derive three key urban image design principles: Identifiable
Symbolism, Ethnic Cultural Symbolism, Regional Symbolism.Additionally, three
design methodologies are proposed: Brand Conceptualization through Symbols,
Abstract Graphic Symbolization, Color Imagery Symbolization.Guided by these
principles and integrating Xu Hengchun’s design semiotics, visual identity design
theories, and Arnheim’s Art and Visual Perception, this study develops a systematic
urban visual identity for Long'an County. The design centers on the brand concept of
"Hometown of Na Culture," featuring the "Stone Shovel" as the primary graphic
symbol, green and gold as the color scheme, and "Ox" and "Bird" as mascots. The
project further extends into various visual applications, including: office and

administrative systems, advertising and promotional systems, product packaging



systems, environmental and wayfinding systems, Tourism and souvenir systems.
Through this comprehensive visual identity design, the study aims to express the
cultural essence of Long'an’s rice farming heritage, thereby boosting cultural

dissemination, economic growth, and tourism development.
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The Spirit of the Zhuang Ethnic Minority Rice Farming Culture
to Design the Image and Visual Arts Media of Long An District Nanning City

HRRRIE L,
ATRHEATHERERTERRRIMEZRARS

Project Description A ittt nemasb

conducts a dual-f On one hand, it examines the historical origins, geographical whedminn —— v ‘ - 4
context, and archaeological heritage of rice cultivation culture in Long'an County, Nanning. Employing theories of o = e x>
folklore and semiotics, the study analyzes the structural system and spiritual essence of Zhuang ethnic minority SR — - ’
rice farming culture —including its diverse cultural manifestations derived from agricultural practices such as festi- = L
val customs, dietary traditions, e rituals, folk crafts, and religious beliefs —to extract representative cultural sym-  Swerenonty  —> M"’“' . [r—— T
bols.On the other hand, through case studies of multiple urban image designs, it summarizes relevant design prin- e unsirwgs
ciples and theoretical Uttimately, integrates y derived design principles, meth- VenGrrude  ——» M unmzeen
odologles, and semiotic theories with Zhuang rice-farming and spiitual to develop ey oo 6652%
a comprehensive visual identity system for Long'an County, Nanning. = oo Y wiinteg e
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XIAOTING XU
October 1988
Xiang Yang City, Hu Bei Province
Nan Ning City, Guang Xi Province

Teacher(Associate Professor)

Master 2010/09 - 2013/06

Central China Normal University

Design art (Visual Communication Design and Theoretical
Research)

Bachelor 2006/09 - 2010/06

Guangxi teacher’s education University

Fine arts (Art Design Drection)

College Students won the Excellence Award

2. The works in the 5th Hubei Provincial College Art and Design
Exhibition won the Excellence Award

3. Works won the Excellence Award in the First China College
Design Art Competition

4. First Prize of the Teaching and Research Achievement Award
of the Lecturer Group at the 7th National Aesthetic Education
Achievements Exhibition in 2015

5. Outstanding Instructor Award in the 4th China Higher
Education Design Art Competition in 2015

6. Guanegxi University of Foreign Languages 2015 Advanced
Individual Award for Teaching Work

7. Guangxi University of International Studies 2015 Second Prize
for Teaching and Scientific Research

8.2020 Guangxi International Studies University Outstanding
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Teacher Award

9.2020 Guangxi University of International Studies Online
Teaching Competition Outstanding Organization Award
10.Excellent instructor in the 6th "National Youth Cup" National
College Art Design Competition in 2022

11. First Prize for Scientific Research Achievements of the Thesis
Teacher Group in the 6th "National Youth Cup" National College
Art Design Works Competition in 2022

12.Second Prize in the Teacher Group of the 6th "National Youth
Cup" National College Art Design Works Competition in 2022
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