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YUGUANG WANG : "MEMORY": THE CHOREOGRAPHY FROM AN ANALYSIS
OF LATIN DANCE LANGUAGES. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NADHANANT UAESILAPA, D.F.A.
2024.

This study aimed to choreograph the dance production entitled
"Memory” through an Analysis of Latin Dance Languages. The research employed a
practice-based approach to exploring and analyzing fundamental principles and
theories of Latin dance. This was achieved by utilizing academic resources from
China, online platforms, and interviews with professional Latin dancers. The insights
from this analysis informed the choreography created in the studio where | worked as
a dancer and choreographer. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the performance was
premiered as a video dance production. The study revealed that the performance
"Memory" was inspired by the moving recollections of an elderly war veteran. The
performance is structured in three parts: (1) "When | Was a Young Man," (2)
"Unforgettable," and (3) "Destiny.” The choreography was crafted to convey deep
emotions and express inner feelings through movement. | discovered that blending
the Pasodoble and Samba dance styles effectively conveyed a tense atmosphere
marked by masculinity and bravery. In contrast, the combination of Pasodoble and
Rumba captured themes of strength and strugsle. For this research, | incorporated
traditional Chinese songs and music to enhance the narrative and illustrate the

character's life journey.
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