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THANAKORN BOORAPISITTHIKUL : A STUDY ON FACTORS
INFLUENCING DECISION MAKING IN SELECTION THE TYPES OF SHIP FOR SEA
TRAINING OF THAI MERCHANT MARINE STUDENTS IN DECK DEPARTMENT.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SARAWUT LUKSANATO, Ph.D. 2024.

This research aims to compare differences of the factors influencing decision
making in selecting the ship types for sea training of Thai merchant marine students in the deck
department. The population in this study were the merchant marine students who were deciding
their ship types before and after sea training and got the sea training from state- controlled
institution, i.e., the Merchant Marine Training Centre, Burapha University and Kasetsart
University by collecting data from 92 responded questionnaires. The statistics used for data
analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test.

The research results found that the factors influencing decision making in selecting
the ship types for sea training of Thai merchant marine students in the deck department before sea
training were financial factors followed by career path factors, organizational factors, social
factors and personal perspective factors respectively. On the other hand, the factors influencing
decision making after sea training ranked in descending order were personal perspective factors,
financial factors, organizational factors, career path factors and social factors. According to the
comparison between all factors, the factor of international crew onboard (in the organizational
factor), the factor of employee competency development (in the organizational factor),
the employment factor (in the financial factor), the social value factor in selecting the ship types
(in the social factor), the factor of the ship’s size influencing acceptance (in the social factor),
the factor of previous onboard experience or relevant experience to certain ships (in the career
path factor), the factor of additional training from specialized courses (in the career path factor)
and the factor of specific skill accumulation (in the career path factor) showed statistically

significant difference at the 0.05 level. The ship type chosen by most of the merchant marine



students both before and after sea training was the bulk carrier. Most of the merchant marine
students accounting for 74.19% selected the same type of ship both before and after sea training,
while 25.81% of the students changed the ship type after sea training. This research showed that
the financial factor was the top rank of the factors influencing decision making in selecting the
ship types among the merchant marine students both before and after sea training; however,

the merchant marine students would have changed personal perspective towards the selection of

the ship types after sea training.
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