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LITERATURE “OUTLAWS OF THE MARSH”. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PAPATTARANAN
KUNPHUNSUP, Ph.D. WANWARANG LEKUTAI, Ph.D. 2024.

The research objectives of this study include: 1) To extracting the story
content of "Water Margin" and finding the necessary elements for designing IP images;
2) To investigating and analyzing the IP images that young people like; 3) To designing
and developing the IP images of "Water Margin" that meet the preferences of young
people. 4) To designing cultural and creative products related to "Water Margin".
Using literature analysis, case analysis, field investigation, interview, questionnaire
survey and innovative design methods, this study provides problem-solving solutions
for China's intellectual property industry and promotes the development of IP design

and cultural and creative product design.

The study found that 1) by integrating the characters and stories in "Water
Margin" with Chinese cultural elements, storytelling and emotionality can be
integrated into IP design. Through analysis and expert advice, six images were
selected for IP design. 2) Young people's preferences have changed the process and
methods of IP image design. Through investigation and interviews, it is found that
young people prefer simple, interesting, trendy and culturally characteristic images.
3) Taking "Water Margin" as an example, the feasibility of transforming literary works
into IP image design is verified, and the needs of young people are successfully
applied to the IP image design of "Water Margin". Through the IP image evaluation, it
can be seen that the works basically meet the needs of the audience, the
respondents are highly satisfied with the IP image, and the overall score is relatively
stable. 4) Transform and enhance the IP image and apply it to the two categories of
cultural and creative products: art toys and tourism cultural and creative products. A
total of six art toys and a set of eleven tourism cultural and creative products were

produced. The overall cultural and creative products basically meet the needs of the



youth group. This study aims to inspire designers and provide possibilities for the
dissemination and development of classic literary works and the cultural nature of IP
image design and cultural and creative product design, and promote the

diversification of themes in modern cultural and creative product design.
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Abstract

The global intellectual property (IP) image design is a rich and diverse field, of which the
American Disney Company is an important pioneer. Meanwhile, Chinese IF market started
late but it is developing rapidly. Howewer, the content and themes are still repetitive. Hence,this
research extracts characters and story elements from the literary work "Water Margin®, using
cultural semiotics and creative design theory to construct graphics and design [P images. The
research objectives include: 1JTo analyze the story content of “Water Margin”and find the
necessary elements of designing intellectual property rights; 2) To investigate and analyze the
intellectual property (IP} image that young people like; 3} To design and develop the
intellectual property [IP) image of characters from “Water Margin”, which is suitable for young
people.Using literature analysis, case analysis, field investigation, interview, guestionnaire, and
innovative design methods, it provides solutions to problems in China's intellectual property
industry and promates the development of IP design. Research findings: 1) By integrating the
character stories in "Water Margin® with Chinese cultural elements, storytelling and emotion can
be integrated into IP design. 2) Young people's preferences have changed the process and
methods of IP image design. 3) Taking "Water Margin” as an example, it verifies the feasibility of
transforming literary works into IP image design. This research aims to inspire designers and
provide possibilities for the dissemination and development of classic literary works as well as
the cultural nature of IP image design, and promotes the diversification of themes in modem P
design.
Keywords: Water Margin [P ,cultural elements
1. Introduction
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Intellectual property (IP), as a legal term, has been given new connotations in recent years.

In Westemn countries, there are many studies on the cultural industry and copyright. IP as
currently understood originates from the "media franchise® in Hollywood, which is the cross-
media narrative and authorization of cultural creativity. The business model based on IP
licensing has been very mature in European and American countries, such as Hamry Potter,
Disney, Marvel, etc. Countries such as the United States and Japan mostly conduct research on
IP, and the content is mainly research on business operations and industrial chain development.
Before 2018, China accounted for only 5% of global IP goods. In 2018,Chinese Intermet culture
company Tencent proposed a cultural production method with IP as the core, emphasizing a
new way of thinking and design methods to create Chinese cultural symbols with widespread
influence. Chinese IP industry has therefore entered a period of rapid development. With the
development of the IP industry, the concept of IP image design emerged. IP image design is a
unique visual symbol created based on the brand concept or product characteristics, mainly
cartoon images. IP image design has become a creative method in Chinese IP industry. But at
present, Chinese P image design creative materials are scarce and lack storytelling. Therefore,
researchers try to find the creative source of IP image design from literature.

The literature "Water Margin"(shuihuzhuan) is one of Chinese four great classics. Once
published, it had a huge impact on society and became a model for Chinese novel creation in
later generations. "Water Margin® is one of the earliest novels written in vernacular Chinese in
Chinese history. It was widely circulated and popular. It is also one of the works with epic
characteristics in Chinese language and literature, and has had a profound impact on narrative
literature in China and even East Asia. (He, 2023) The story told in "Water Margin® happened
during the late Morthern Song Dynasty in China.Due to official corruption and sodial injustice,
one hundred and eight heroes were forced to gather in Liangshanbo and jointly launched an
uprising against feudal rule . Among these heroes were demoted officials, wronged samurai,
oppressed peasants, and people from all walks of life. They united to establish their own forces
in Liangshanbo and formed a powerful collective. The protagonists Song Jiang was a demoted
official, Lin Chong was a leader in the army, and Wu Song was a warrior who was wronged. Using
the slogan "Justice for Heaven’, this group attacked those cruel officials and bullies, and carried
out a series of struggles against feudal oppression. Through these stores, "Water Margin® shows
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the bravery and resistance spirit of the insurectionists, and also profoundly reveals the intemnal
reasons for the failure of the uprising.

Shi Maian, as the author of "Water Margin®, was from Taizhou, Jiangsu, China. The legend
about Shi Maian and "Water Margin® has become an oral tradition passed down by the people of
Taizhou. Many folklores have established the connection between "Water Margin® and the city
of Taizhou, Jiangsu.

At present, there is still a lack of IP image development for "Water Margin®. Therefore, the
use of new technologies and design concepts is of great significance for the redesign and
development of the P image of "Water Margin™.

The IP image design of the characters in "Water Margin® has the following importance:
First, cognitive value. Different regions have their own unigue regional culture. Regional culture
can be said to be the symbolic symbol of the region. Some typical regional cultures have been
well known to the public. Integrating these classic regional cultural elements into the design of
IP images can deepen people's Cognition of characters in literary works. Second, emotional
value. Regional culture is gradually accumulated through a long process of development.
People have spedal emotions for regional culture. When regional cultural elements are
integrated into IP image design, this will also give it emotional value, allowing consumers to
place their trust in it. emotion. Third, aesthetic value. By integrating the description, colors, and
shapes in cultural elements into the design of the IF image and giving it modern significance, on
the one hand, it can give the image artistic beauty in appearance, on the other hand, it can
improve the inner beauty of the image, thus giving consumers a better aesthetic
experience.(Zheng,2021)
2.0bjectives:

1.To analyze the story content of "Water Margin"and find the necessary elements of
designing intellectual property rights (IF).

2 To investigate and analyze the intellectual property (I} image that young people like.

3To design and develop the intellectual property (IF) image of characters from "Water
Margin”, which is suitable for young people.

3. Methods:

This study adopted the literature analysis method, case analysis method, field
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investigation method, interview method, guestionnaire survey method, and innovative design

method to solve the problem of IP image design of "Water Margin® (Fig 1)). The specific method
is as follows:

Dacumentany

Case shudy anatysis

P image Feld obsenvation

Specialist interview

Targe? audience analyss

® image Detign Based

Emational sxpreason

on Chinese Literature Desgn cevelopment

“Water Margin Color expression

Suetches design

Firal deign development

Poat-Desgn

Sathfaction survey

Figure 1 Research method
4, Results:
4.1Pre-design research.
4.1.1Through documentary research on the literature, the researcher came to the
following findings:
1) The diverse communication camiers of “Water Margin® provide communication
possibilities for IP design; the wvivid descriptions of characters and scenes in the content of

"Water Margin® provide a large amount of content materials for IP design.
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2) IP design is becoming more and more fashionable and increasingly accepted by young

people. This idea is also very suitable for converting the literary work "Water Margin® into an
artistic work. The IP design and development model that places equal emphasis on
commercialization and artistry provides the basis for the continuous exploration of the artistic
and cultural value of "Water Margin®.

3) The development of the times has provided new reguirements for the design of
literary works, which provides theoretical support for researchers to design [P transformed from
“Water Margin”.

4) The development of regional culture reguires a carrier. This has put forward new
reguirements for the cty to explore its own IP. Combining Taizhou regional culture with its
representative literary work "Water Margin® has played an important role in the development of
Taizhou culture and the formation of cultural confidence.

4.1.2 Through the case study analysis of which translating literature into IP images, the
researchers get the following table(Table 1):

Marre IF image Development | Literature which | Color Construction | Style
of characters time inspired IP image method
design
First edition in | Journey to the | Red Cambination | Traditional
Sun Wukong 1961 Westixiyoujl) and of 20 and Hand-painted
In 2011, the yellow | 30
30 version are the
was launched. main
colors
First edition in | Soul Blue Cambination | Combination
2010. land{douluadalu) | and of 20 and of 20 style
S N In 2018, The black 30 and i
¢ a0 version will are the realistic style
be launched. i
colors
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The year of The legend of | Blue 30 A0 realistic

L [fengshenbang) gray are

Table 1 Case analysis table

It can be analyzed from the table that the current main way of transforming literature
into IP images is to process them artistically and draw the main character from the story. The
style and method are slightly different depending on the personal style of the creator. Judging
from the time span, with the development of technology, three-dimensional design methods
are gradually accepted by people. After Sun Wukong and Tang San carried out flat bwo-
dimensional character design, they also updated the 3D wersion in the subsequent
development. Image, which is inseparable from the maturity of 3D technology. From the color
point of view, although the main colors of the three images are different, they are all basic
colors extracted from literary works and matched with the crowd's aesthetics, and the colors
were transformed and integrated, which improved the IP image at the color level. cognitive
value. Three IP image design cases have played a very good guiding role in the IP image design
of Water Margin.

4.1.3 Through IP image field observation and specialist Interview, the researchers
obtained suggestions on how to select characters in “Water Margin® and the content and
methods of IP image design, and gained professional insights for desiening IP images.According to
the opinions of experts, a total of & characters were selected, namely Song Jiang, Lin Chong, Wu
Song, Lu Zhishen, Hu Sanniang and Sun Erniang.

4.2 Design development

4.2.1Target audience analysis

The audience group of this study is the youth group. The following analyzes the audience
group's preferences for IP images based on the social and living environment in which they live:

1) Sense of identity

With the rapid development of mobile Internet, "drcle culture®, sharing and forwarding
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have become habits of young people. They are more likely to identify with people or things
that share the same interests. Therefore, they value the emotional value represented by the
design maore than the practicality of the IP design. The youth group’s identification with IP will
affect their choice of IP. If the design of an IP can make the youth group identify with it, they
will be more inclined to choose the IP. This process invisibly establishes a connection between

the youth group and the IP, creating a sense of liking and trust in the IP. "Water Margin”, as one

of China's four major classics, is one of the must-read works for young people in their childhood.

Therefore, it has an unparalleled advantage in terms of identity.

2) Interesting

The interestingness of the IP image is an important factor in whether it can gain the love
and recognition of the youth group. Judging from the content of the field investigation, IP design
styles such as two-dimensional, cute, and Q version are particularly loved and preferred by this
group. The commaonality of these IP designs is that the decentralization of facial expressions,
the flattening of the character's body and fadial features are all conventional design methods to
enhance interest.

3) Fashion

"Fashionability® has become a trend-seeking consdousness for young consumers. (Pang,
2023) With the emergence of the IP development boom, young people's requirements for IP are
constantly increasing. They not only require it to have a sense of identity and interest, but also
require it to have trendy and fashionable design. This is in Line with the current design trend.
Change and renewal have a direct relationship.

Identity, fun, and fashion constitute the trend of young people’s preference for IP desiegn,
which has also become the design criteria for IP and cultural and creative product design based
on “Water Margin®.

4.2.2 Emotional expression

As an IP image developed based on "Water Margin®, emotional expression is conveyed to
the audience group, namely the youth group, through the IP image created by the designer as a
carrier. IP image serves as an information carrier, connecting designers and audiences. The IP
image creates not only an exquisite character imasge, but also a reflection and expectation of
the state of life based on it. This is emotional design.
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Through the analysis of the characters in "Water Margin® and the characters in film and
television dramas, it provides a very concrete design image reference for the design of IP image.
How to add emotional expression into the design of IP image, we have the following ideas:

1) Simplification and specialization: In emotional design, great emphasis is placed on
visual form. Good visual form can stimulate the positive emotions of the audience. The Q
wersion design method is used to reduce the cognitive load of the audience by simplifying
character details, deforming and exaggerating certain local features, and removing redundant
elements, changing the proportion and shape of the IP image, and enhancing emotional
resonance. This is collected from many aspects. Information and on-the-spot investigation
brought about the means to improve the emotional expression of IP image.

2) Trigger emotional memaries and give IP meaning: The P image is re-developed based
on the characters in the film and television drama "Water Margin® (Table Z)striving to relatively
maintain the characteristics of the characters in the work. The IP image developed in this way
will resonate with young people and will be relatively close to their hearts. On this basis, the IP
image will also be integrated into local elements of Taizhou, Jiangsu Province, such as the more
representative Ming Dynasty costume elements, flowers, traditional headdresses, etc. Integrating
cultural elements into the IP image design will make youne people feel the IP The image is not
only derived from "Water Margin®, but also matches the cultural characteristics of the city of
Taizhou, Jiangsu. While immersed in the emotional memaories brought by "Water Margin® itself, |
also learned about the cultural elements of Taizhou, which provided great practical significance

and value to the P image created based on "Water Margin®.

Marme Song Jiang Lir Chang Wu Song
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Image

Name Lu Zhishen Hu Sanniang Sun Erniang

Table 2: Characters in the film and television drama "Water Margin”

Generally speaking, emotional expression is supported by the theory of emotional design,
and simplified and specialized technigues are used as the design criteria for visual form. By
respecting classic works and incorporating cultural elements, it arouses the emotions of the
youth group and gives the IP image emotional value.

4.2.3 Color expression

Color is one of the most sensitive visual elements of human beings and has strong
expressive power. Using a unified and stable color scheme and giving the color a certain image
connotation can make the IP image shape have obvious personality characteristics and improve
image recognition, thereby achieving Propagation of IP image. (Jiang, 2023)

Through on-the-spot investigation and data collection, we learned that the current youth
group's preference for color has changed a lot from before:

1) Personalized needs are very prominent. Today's youth group needs to reflect their
own taste through personalized colors. Therefore, everyone will choose their favorite color,
resulting in differences in needs. This puts demands on color creativity.

2) Higher requirements for color appearance and quality. With the development of the
economy and the improvement of material life, the living standards of young people have
steadily improved, making them attach great importance to the quality of life. Therefore, the
quality of color is also very important in the design process.

3) Higher requirements for the cultural content of color. At present, China's domestic
youth group has a relatively high level of education. Therefore, when designing colors, it is

important to have certain cultural connotations. (Cao, 2022) When setting IP colors, it is
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necessary to use color semantics to convey implicit information, which is the spiritual

connotation of IP. This semantics can enhance the stickiness of the audience.

In the design process, several colors that are in line with the cultural characteristics of
Taizhou in Jiangsu Province and traditional Chinese colors are also sorted out. The table is
arranged as follows(Table 3}

Color Tone Color name Ermational meaning

Chinese traditional colors,

HABZAZE Bean paste symbolizing celebration and
happiness
Ginkgo leaves in Taizhou,
#DEBZSY Girkgo yellow | Jiangsy, symbolize happiness

and perseverance

Chinese traditional colors

#IEBFDO Auturnn glance | symbolize fashion and healing

Taizhou, Kangsu Province is
the birthplace of the Chinese

H#516000 Mawy bBlue Mavy and incorporates local
cultural elermants
Beautiful Traditional Chinese colors
HO0AZ9A butterfly green | symbolize vitality and vitality

=
E

Traditional Chinese colors,
HESEQCT Sea foarm green | symbolizing freshness and
gentleness

Table 3 Erotional coler
Cn the basis of adding cultural colors, other colors are designed. In order to match the
design of the IP image. A total of 38 colors were used, including 11 colors from the red family,
which is the main color.

4.2.4 Sketches design
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POWER

Through various aspects of research, sketches of the IP image based on the Chinese
literature "Water Margin" were finally drawn.(Table4).

Sketch
Name
Sketch
Name Lu Zhishen Hu Sanniang Sun Erniang
Table 4 IP design sketch
4.3 Post-design

4.3.1 Final design development

After the sketch stage is completed, the sketch is developed into a complete IP image
design draft (Table 5) by integrating colors, traditional Chinese elements and local elements,
forming 6 complete IP images and achieving the final design result.
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IP name IP image design draft and design concept
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dyrashy
official rat

Song Jiang

The mark at
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e sl

e
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Lin Chong story of Ln Crocg's
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Table 5 IP image design draft
4.3.2 Satisfaction survey
A total of 40 respondents (20 males, 20 females, aged between 14-40 years old) were

selected for this questionnaire evaluation to evaluate the IP image to determine the audience
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group's satisfaction with IP image design(Table 5) Evaluate using a 5-point scale (1 is the lowest

level, 5 is the highest levell. A larger score indicates a greater degreef IP images allow
respondents to evaluate satisfaction from 5 aspects.

Categories Fraguency Parcent
Professionals(IP practitiorsers, personnel related to cultural and creative 10 25.00%
products)
Freelancer 12 20.00%
Staff q 10.00%
Public institutions/civil servants/governmant staff 6 15.00%
Student 3 15.00%
Other 2 5.00%
Total a0 100.00%
Table 5 Number of people and percentages of occupational distribution of the people drawn from the
questionnaire
Evaluation Body Facial | Cothing | Color Cultural{sD}
items proportions detail | design fashion

(50} {5D) {so) {50y
289,
Song Jiang ’ .'i a5 a8 a7 a6 465
(0.95) {0.52) {057 0.75) (0.81)

EEEESTEED

it
lnChong | % E t .‘ a6 a8 4.4 475 455

(0.75) {0.52) {0.94) 10.55) (0.83)
CEEEEEEEEN

Wu Song Tl g i l‘ 4.5 155 4.55 a6 4.5

(0.95) {0.60) {0.78) 0.82) (1.05)

a3



@ -
U z F
Lu Zhisken ’ “' E ﬂ 465 a.7 45 4.65 4.7
- [ 1] s "!

(0.59) {0.66) {0.78) (0.59) (0.66)
PEENEEE N

* s e
Hu Sanniang & - 475 a7 a.75 4.65 4.5

(0.72) {0.57) {72 (0.75) (0.89)
Sun Erniang b& !‘l z a4.75 a.65 a55 aT 4.65
(0.64) {0.75) {0.83) 0.73) (0.67)

Table & Evaluation of design warks {drawn by the auther) evaluative dimension Average score of the design
proposal

Through the evaluation, it can be seen that the work basically meets the needs of the
audience, the respondents are highly satisfied with the IP image, and the owverall score is

relatively stable.
5. Discussion of results

1) When studying the literature of "Water Margin®, what is often discussed is its literary
value, while its artistic value and emotional value after transferring into IP images are ignored.
This study formed a method for the secondary creation of literary works by extracting the story-
telling characters in "Water Margin®, graphically and cartoon-like them, extracting Chinese
cultural elements and local cultural elements, and integrating them into the IP image design.
new path. The familiarity of IP image elements and the strangeness of integrating other
elements form the IP image design based on "Water Margin®.

2) With the new changes in social media such as graphics and short videos, traditional
literary works can no longer meet the needs of the current youth group. Therefore, various
forms of adaptation and innovative design of literary works have become an important research
direction. . From an image perspective, young people nowadays prefer images that are simple,
interesting and have cultural content. For designers, when designing IP, they must first add, then

B84
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subtract, and finally use specialized processing methods. Enhance the level of IP image; from an
emotional perspective, they need to be recognized and their individual needs are wvery
prominent. This also puts forward reguirements for the content type, topicality and trendiness
of IP image design, which needs to be taken into consideration when designing. The emotional
memaoary points, favorite traditional cultural elements and fashion elements of the young
people are cleverly integrated into the design of the IP image, thereby gaining recognition from
the young people.

3) By grasping the overall content and analyzing the audience group, the researchers
completed the development of the IF image based on "Water Margin®. It has been verified that
traditional Chinese literary works can become popular new images through the analysis of
audience groups, cultural semiotic theory and innowvative image design. For IP design
practitioners, this provides new themes and new ideas that can be used for development, and
also provides a new path for the inheritance and development of traditional Chinese literary
works. This visual design method of turning text into graphics and images will also become an

important method of visual design in the future.
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