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63910200: MAJOR: ADULT AND GERONTOLOGICAL NURSING; M.N.S. (ADULT
AND GERONTOLOGICAL NURSING)
KEYWORDS: TRANSFER ANXIETY/ CLINICALLY ILL PATIENTS/ FAMILY MEMBERS/

INFORMATION SUPPORT/ UNCERTAINTY

URAIWAN SINGSANG : FACTORS RELATED TO TRANSFER ANXIETY IN
FAMILY MEMBERS OF CRITICALLY ILL PATIENTS. ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

KHEMARADEE MASINGBOON, D.S.N. SAIFONE MOUNGKUM, Ph.D. 2024.

Transferring patients from the Intensive care unit (ICU) can make family members of
critically ill patients feel worried, called “transfer anxiety”. Transfer anxiety in family members can
affect a patient’s recovery. This descriptive correlational study aimed to describe transfer anxiety and its
relationship with information support and illness uncertainty among family members of critically ill
patients who transferring out from ICU. The sample was family members of critically ill patients who
were admitted to the ICU of hospitals under Bangkok Dusit Medical Company. A simple random
sampling was used to recruit 136 family members into the study. Research instruments consisted of the
demographic data questionnaire, the transfer anxiety questionnaire with a Cronbach alpha coefficient of
.95, the illness uncertainty questionnaire, and the information support questionnaire, the Cronbach alpha
coefficient were .84, and .94 respectively. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and
Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient.

The results showed that the mean score of transfer anxiety from ICU among family
members was 65.24 out of 150 (SD = 18.027). Information support had a significantly negative
correlation with transfer anxiety at a moderate level (r = -.348, p <.01). While illness uncertainty had a
significantly high positive association with transfer anxiety (r = .617, p <.01).

Results of the study can apply to prepare family readiness before transferring patients
from the ICU. Consistently providing information related to treatments and patients’ conditions can

reduce illness uncertainty and transfer anxiety among family members of critically ill patients.
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(Guidelines for ICU Admission, Discharge, and Triage. American College of Critical Care Medic

ine of the Society of Critical Care Medicine.2002).
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