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NAPAKAN LERTWILAI : PUBLIC OPINIONS TOWARDS THE IMPACT OF STONE
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The purposes of the present study were to examine attitudes of residents
in Mheung Subdistrict Municipality, Chonburi Province, towards effects of the stone
mills in the area and to compare the attitudes of the residents by considering
personal factors, i.e. gender, occupation, education background, period of residence
and distance from their place to the stone mills. A total of 384 residents of Mheung
Subdistrict Municipality aged 18 or over were surveyed using questionnaires.
Statistical analyses used in this study included frequency distribution, percentage,
mean, and standard deviation. To test research hypotheses, t-test and One-way

ANOVA and LSD tests were used for pairwise comparisons.

Results showed that the overall attitudes of the residents towards the
effects of the stone mills were at a moderate level. Considering each category, it was
found that the means of all categories were at a moderate level. The mean score of
economic category was highest, followed by those of health, environment, and
society, respectively. Further results showed the relationship between personal
factors and attitudes towards the effects of the stone mills revealed that differences
in gender, occupation, education background, and distance between their place to
the stone mills affected the attitudes towards the effects of the stone mills at a
significance level of .05. However, results showed no significant difference between
the period of residence and the attitudes of the residents towards the effects of the

stone mills.
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