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TODDLER

NATTANICHA LUANG-ON : PREDICTORS OF PARENTAL BEHAVIOR IN
PROMOTING TODDLER LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT IN A PRIVATE HOSPITAL.
ADVISORY COMMITTEE: YUNEE PONGJATURAWIT, Ph.D., NUJJAREE
CHAIMONGKOL, Ph.D. 2022.

The language development of toddlers is very important. Parents have an important
role in promoting language development in their children. This predictive correlational research
aimed to examine predicting factors of parental behavior in promoting toddlers’ language
development. The sample consisted of parents of toddlers aged 1-3 years who attended the well
baby clinic in a private hospital in Mueang district, Chonburi province. A simple random
sampling method was used to recruit 91 parents. Data were conducted from October to December
2021. Research instruments consisted of a demographic record form, the perceived parental self-
efficacy questionnaire, the family social support questionnaire, the access to information in
promoting toddlers’ language development questionnaire and the parental behavior in promoting
toddlers’ language development questionnaire. Cronbach’s alpha coefficients of all questionnaires
were .96, .90, .91 and .77, respectively. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistic and
stepwise multiple regression analysis.

The results revealed that perceived parental self-efficacy and family social support
could together explain variance of parental behavior in promoting toddlers’ language
development for 28.4% (R’ = 284, p <.001). The perceived parental self-efficacy was the best
predictor (ﬁ =.399, p <.01) and followed by family social support (ﬁ =.305,p <.01).

These findings suggest that nurses and health care providers should advice parents in
promoting toddlers’ language development by emphasizing on perceived parental self-efficacy

and family social support in order to enhance toddlers’ language development effectively.
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